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SHEPHERD’S LETTER
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To my beloved Shepherds and all the Faithful children of  the Holy Church,

In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit, One God.  Amen.

We are in the blessed season of  Christmas—the greatest event in history, the moment when 
God brought hope to humanity. In the birth of  Jesus Christ, the seed of  hope was planted in 
the world, and it is this hope that should carry us forward into the new year 2026.

Hope is one of  the greatest gifts God has given us, enabling us to keep moving forward and 
to never give up in our spiritual growth and in our day-to-day lives. Yet the circumstances you 
have faced this past year may have weakened your faith in the God of  Hope, leading to despair 
and making it difficult to envision a bright future. Perhaps you placed hope in certain people or 
things, and they have failed you. But as St. Basil the Great reminds us, “Let us place our hope 
in God alone, for He never abandons those who trust in Him.”

When the God of  Hope is within you, we can trust Him completely, because He said:

“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for peace and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.” — Jeremiah 29:11

The new year and the journey through it will make you feel truly ‘new’ and full of  hope and 
positivity when you guard yourself  as the Holy Scriptures instruct in Romans 12:10–13: “Be 
devoted to one another in love, honour one another above yourselves, never be lacking in zeal 
but keep your spiritual fervour serving the Lord; be joyful in hope, patient in suffering, faithful 
in prayer; share with the saints in need and practice hospitality.”

Practical Steps To Embrace The New Year With Renewed Hope

1. Count Your Blessings

Take time to list, one by one, the blessings you have received from God, and thank Him for 
each. Consider blessings from your personal life, family, parish church, community, workplace, 
school, and college—covering all areas of  your life. Remember, a thankful heart opens the 
windows of  heaven and draws you closer to eternity, and God Himself.



2. Move Beyond the Past

Free yourself  from past failures and setbacks that weigh you down. Decide not to hold on to 
them in any form. Look beyond the hurts from your loved ones, the failures in your work, the 
times you have been disrespected, the loneliness you have experienced, and the hours of  effort 
that went unnoticed.

3. Cleanse Your Heart

Ensure your heart is not filled with unforgiveness, hatred, resentment, vengeance, self-
centeredness, or ego—anything that oppresses your spirit and joy. Reconcile with everyone 
and forgive those who have caused you pain. Resolve conflicts within your family and devote 
quality time to praying together. Repent and seek God’s grace to overcome sins that harm you 
and those around you.

4. Focus on Strengthening Your Spiritual Life

Devote quality time to be alone with God. Always remain connected to the Holy Church—your 
spiritual mother. Do not isolate yourself  from her in any form. Be ready and willing to obey 
God’s plan for your life.

5. Take One Day at a Time

Make it your daily prayer and longing to live one day at a time. As the song reminds us:

“One day at a time, sweet Jesus, all that is what I’m asking of  You. Just give me the strength to 
do each day what I must do. Lord, looking below and around, things are worse now than before; 
there is pushing and shoving, and it crowds my mind. So, Lord, for my sake, please teach me to 
take one day at a time.”

6. Embrace Diligence and Responsibility

You, my dear children and young friends, study well and work hard. There are no shortcuts in 
life. I love you dearly, and want to see you succeed in life and be a blessing to your home, parish 
church, community and the beloved country. 

7. Renew Your Ministry and Trust in God

Priests and shepherds of  the Holy Church—reignite and renew your holy zeal. Call upon God 
for His grace and wisdom to shepherd the flock of  God in truth and justice.

My dearly beloved children, lift your eyes from the pit of  despair and turn them to the God of  
Hope. As St. Athanasius the Great tells us, “Christ is our unshakable hope.” Seek His Kingdom, 
and all that you need in this life will be given in abundance. Stay persistent on this journey, and 
remain hopeful (Read–Psalms 42:11; 31:24; 130:5 Isaiah 40:31). Keep praying and trusting in 
God’s eternal promises, for they will bring hope and joy.

Let me conclude by encouraging you with the words of  St. Paul the Apostle:

“Now may the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the 
power of  the Holy Spirit.” — Romans 15:13



May the loving Father, with His tenderness and gentle embrace, draw you closer to Him and the 
hope of  everlasting promises now and all through your life in this journey.

May the good news of  the birth of  Jesus Christ, Immanuel, bring you and your people gladness, 
joy, renewed hope, and strength.

May the indwelling presence, peace, and power of  the Holy Spirit constantly fill you with 
abounding hope, brightness, and peace. And the continuing intercessions and fellowship of  all 
the Saints and the Holy Theotokos be the protection for all of  us and the Holy Church now 
and forever. Amen

Yours for the peace and building up of  the Holy Church,
Spiritual Father in Christ,

Moran Mor Samuel Theophilus Metropolitan X   Date  :  24th November 2025
								               Place : World Church Headquarters

___________________________________________________________
P.S: Please make sure this is translated into all regional languages and read in all parishes for the encouragement 
of  the faithful. 


