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SHEPHERD’S LETTER
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To My Beloved Shepherds and all the Faithful of  the Holy Church

In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit, One God. Amen + 

Christ is Risen! 

This Sunday is a remarkably significant day for our church. We are blessed to celebrate Missions 
Sunday along with the Feast of  Pentecost, both of  which remind us of  our calling and responsibility 
as the people of  God in the world.

Missions Sunday: A Call to Die and Live  (Galatians 2:20)

Missions Sunday is not merely a date on the calendar, but a divine reminder of  our purpose on earth. 
We are not here simply to live and die, but rather—as followers of  Christ—to die and live. That means, 
in the footsteps of  Christ and His saints who have run their race and departed from us from time 
immemorial, we die daily to our own selfish desires through prayer, fasting, self-denial, and humility. 
But we do this not passively. We actively live out this mission by enlarging the circle of  God’s love—
sharing and bringing more and more people into the experience of  His grace, truth, reconciliation and 
peace.

Let us today remember our own sons and daughters—those from our parishes who have gone forth 
as Priests, Sisters of  the Cross, and Evangelists—those who have obeyed the call to serve God’s 
people in villages, cities, and foreign lands. May we remember them in our prayers for strength, joy, 
and perseverance. Let us also support their ministry with our generous offerings today, which will be 
directed towards our grassroots community development services, seminaries, and helping the most 
needy in the mission work. 

We especially ask you to pray for the young men and women in our seminaries and skill development 
centers—who are preparing themselves to serve God and Humanity. We must also pray for the young 
people in our churches—that they may hear the voice of  God calling them into His service, and have 
the courage to say, “Here I am, send me.” (Isaiah 6:8) 

Pentecost: Empowered to Be Witnesses  ( Acts of  Apostles 1:8, St. John 20:22, St. Mark 16:17–18, St. 
Luke 10:19)

The Feast of  Pentecost commemorates the outpouring of  the Holy Spirit on the Apostles, enabling 
them to carry out the mission of  Christ who went around ‘doing good to all’ (Acts 10:38). This was not 
merely the beginning of  the Apostolic ministry—it was the beginning of  our mission too.
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The Holy Spirit is not given only to the Apostles or priests. Each one of  us is empowered to be a 
witness. When there is hopelessness and sickness in our neighbourhood, we are called to pray for 
healing. When we see a person in need, we are called to respond with compassion. When we see 
someone lonely and depressed, we are called to bring hope by the presence of  Christ.

The Church is not merely a building. It is you—every child of  God, baptized into the Body of  Christ, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and sent into the world to be the hands, feet, and voice of  Christ Jesus.

Let us also pray for the mission work of  our church in other nations, especially in the African 
countries of  Rwanda, Liberia, and many more where we are beginning to serve. We hope to reach at 
least ten more countries in the coming year, with young men and women from among us who will 
offer their life, time, talent, and heart in service. Please pray for these plans, and may the Lord call and 
sent forth many with a heart and passion (love) for God and people. 

Apostles’ Lent: Renewing Our Calling

Following Pentecost, the Church invites us into a two-week period of  Apostles’ Lent. This is a 
time for us to reflect on the lives of  the Apostles—their calling, their sacrifices, and their unwavering 
commitment to Christ. It is also a season in which the Church prepares to commission those who 
have completed their training for ministry. Please take time during these weeks to read the Holy 
Scriptures, meditate on the mission of  the Church, and ask God to call you to serve – whether young, 
old, employed, or in school or college. As Charles Spurgeon once said, “If  God has called you to be 
His servant, do not stoop to become a king.”

Let this Pentecost season be a moment of  revival, renewal and recommissioning—for our churches, 
our families, and each of  us individually. May we be a people on fire with the Holy Spirit, full of  love 
and confidence, ready to go forth to proclaim the good news of  God to everyone.

May the Lord who called the Apostles, who filled them with the Spirit, and who sent them into the 
world, also bless us, fill us, and send us. 

May the + Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—guide us with His abounding grace 
and mercy. May the All-Holy Spirit, the Giver of  Life who descended upon the Apostles and fills the 
Church with divine power, continue to empower us in our mission. Through the intercessions of  all 
the Saints and the Holy Mother Theotokos, may we be protected and strengthened as we serve God 
and His people, now and always. Amen.

With paternal love and prayers, 

Moran Mor Samuel Theophilus Metropolitan X

 ___________________________________________________________

P.S: This letter is to be read in all parishes on Sunday, June 8, 2025—Missions Sunday and the Feast of  
Pentecost—and must be translated into all regional languages for the encouragement of  the faithful.


